Down River Cruise Rochester

What a wonderful weekend, fantastic.

Thanks to Rob Fry for organising the whole thing in the first place, booking the moorings at Rochester C.C. and Brian Mitchell for acting as our Rear Commodore (downriver). 
We met at Teddington on Wednesday evening, enjoying a nice meal in the Tide End Cottage pub.  Departed at the unearthly hour of about 6 am to catch the ebb tide downriver.

We had 8 boats from WMC, Enterprise V, Bibi, Wisecrack, China Rose, Weather or Knot, Alouette, Gorgess and Gowie (first time below Teddington).  I crewed on Enterprise V and Jean and Roger Francis crewed aboard  China Rose.

The weather was unbelievable, absolutely no wind, flat calm and bright unbroken sunshine. We stopped off in Limehouse and explored the local attractions, including the cablecar. 
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Friday morning we locked out about 8 am and had a very uneventful trip down the Thames and up the Medway to Rochester. Again with hardly a ripple on the water and bright hot sunshine. I have never seen it so calm, not even a passing tanker to make a wash.

Rochester Cruising Club made us very welcome and we enjoyed the excellent bar snacks and real ale on the Friday evening.

Rochester was alive with Morris dancers, live bands, beer festivals, cockles and mussels, burgers and bacon rolls everywhere which continued over the weekend. 
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Saturday night we all met up at Rochester Cruising Club for a BBQ and then moved on up to the town to sample some more real ale. 

Sunday was spent taking in more of the Rochester Sweeps festivities.

Monday morning  Alouette and China Rose let go at 3 a.m. to catch the tide back up the Thames.   At this time it was pitch black running down the Medway. Alouette was able to lead with the aid of radar.  Mummy Bear another slower vessel from the Small Boat Club was with them.  Enterprise V being a faster vessel was able to leave later when the sun rose.

Again in wonderful sunny calm weather, whilst the others stayed on to extend the cruise up the Medway. 
China Rose and Alouette stayed over in Limehouse and retuned on Tuesday.

(This is based on a report written by Bev Shields)

